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Introduction to the volume

The ninth volume of the series “Rural areas and development” includes the
papers discussed during the ERDN Conference hosted by the Institute of Ag-
riculture Economics in Serbia, October 2011. During the conference outcomes
of research on policies facilitating rural development effectiveness and their
ability to stimulate development processes were discussed with special atten-
tion to their potential impact in the Candidate Countries.

Researchers from the Member States presented analyses on the basis of their
experiences of the EU agriculture and rural development, cohesion policies
as well as managing funds for structural development. The effectiveness and
adequacy to challenge contemporary problems of the EU rural areas were
presented in respect to regional differences. The long-term aspects of rural
development regarding the settlement and population structures in urban and
rural municipalities pointed out diffusion of growth impulses from towns
throughout their zones of influence into rural surroundings. The interrelati-
onship and interdependency between regional and rural socio-economic de-
velopment were highlighted in the research. The analysis of implementation
of EU rural development policy measures allowed to formulate the policy re-
commendations to improve consistency between the strategic goals and actual
effects. In this area the economic and environmental aspects were in oppositi-
on to social and spatial issues of sustainable development. These phenomena
are in high contrast with the main directions of EU rural policy aimed at im-
proving the quality of life and should be explained by low flexibility of mea-
sures regarding local development constraints and diminishing importance of
agriculture as economic activity.

Among the identified sources of regional development inequality in rural are-
as the demographic ones followed by the territory technical infrastructure di-
sequilibria are most influential. Therefore, the need to focus on social aspects
of rural areas development is becoming critical for the European countries.
Analysis of the state of development of agricultural and rural areas in coun-
tries willing to join EU indicated their potential for development as well as
needs for national policy adjustment to EU standards. However, the results of
simulations indicate that direct application of the Common Agricultural Po-



licy measures would adversely affect the process of agriculture productivity
improvement. On the other side the increase of support is justified according
to the rule of comparable conditions on single market and high demand for
modernisation resources.

Organic production expansion was discussed from the competitiveness vie-
wpoint. Despite the fact that the organic farms are economically viable and
supported by EU agricultural policies the social conditions and environmental
requirements are critical for their development. This direction of agricultural
production is regarded as promising in applicant countries as well, especially
if they are rich in mountains areas. However, the access to the EU market is
crucial.

Sustainability of on-going rural development process was discussed regarding
improvement of rural population living standard. To forecast possible impact
of the EU policies on agriculture and rural development, econometric models
were applied. Critical analysis of specific instruments of EU agriculture and
rural development policies were followed by recommendations to policy ma-
king process. Necessity of local resources efficient utilization as a base for
local development was stressed together with the need of stronger coordinati-
on of the action at the regional level. Final discussion indicated the moderate
effectiveness of EU rural policies while evaluated from regional and national
perspectives. However, some of the measures could be considered to be effec-
tive at the micro level (a farm and a local community).
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